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Geology as a Discipline
1. Geology draws from many different disciplines:

The Earth, however, is very complex:

1.  

























.

2. 

























.

To compensate, geologists have adapted:

“                                                                                                  ”

a.k.a – the concept of                                              .                 
2. Introduced by                                    .
3. It is assumed that the                          of the present processes is similar to past processes; therefore, studying the                          Earth is ESSENTIALLY studying the                          Earth.

Geology as a Discipline

4. Geology draws from many different disciplines:


The Earth, however, is very complex:

1. It is very hard to measure and quantify many of the processes shaping the earth that occur extremely slowly on a human timescale.

2. The Earth is very BIG and it is very difficult to duplicate some natural systems in the laboratory. E.g. volcanoes, ocean currents.  Therefore, we must use scale-models AND use extensive field work.

To compensate, geologists have adapted:

“The present is the key to the past”

a.k.a – the concept of UNIFORMITARIANISM
1. Introduced by James Hutton
2. It is assumed that the nature of the present processes is similar to past processes; therefore, studying the present Earth is ESSENTIALLY studying the past Earth.
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